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astrous economic consequences of the war. On the other
hand, it has had several disadvantages that Bolshevism in Rus-
sia did not have to contend with. The Russian Bolshevists
were able to stand for immediate peace while their opponents
stood for the continuation of the war; the German Spartacists,
on the contrary, are the enemies of peace and it is the conclu-
sion of peace with the Western Powers that the German peo-
ple want. There is again no acute land question in Germany
as in Russia, and the Spartacists are not able to make any
appeal to the peasantry that would for the time being bring
the majority of the population over to their side. But the
most important factor is the strength of the German bourgeoisie
and the high percentage of educated people in Germany who
see through the theories of the Spartacists and do not believe
in their experiments. Thus, in spite of their extraordinary
energy, the Spartacists have not met with the rapid success
which was necessary for them; any delay tells against them
and they know it, and there is no doubt that from their point
of view they were right in making their bid for power as
soon as they did in Germany. In Berlin they made two at-
tempts and on both occasions they were defeated. It was only
in Munich that they met with any temporary success, and
here too they have now collapsed, leaving behind them a rec-
ord that will not inspire other parts of Germany to follow
their example. There may no doubt be other outbreaks of
Spartacisrn in Germany, but the Spartacists have no leaders of
outstanding ability such as Lenin, and the great body of public
opinion in Germany, profiting by the lesson of Russia, is solid
against them, except as a counsel of utter despair. In Ger-
many, at any rate, unless the Allies deliberately foment it,
Bolshevism is discredited and is now on the wane Bolshevism
thrives only on success and continuous success, and cannot
survive the repeated failures it has already met with in Ger-
many.

In Hungary, too, as far as can be judged at the moment of
writing, the Communist Government has ended in a fiasco. It
is probably true to say that Communism there was stronger
before it came into power than afterwards. The prestige of
Count Karolyi's Government had gone, and many people, for
purely national reasons, may have been prepared to welcome
a new experiment to test its effect on Western Europe. For
very reason there was a feeling of uneasiness in many